Basics of Stage Makeup

RESEARCH

You should observe faces of people around you, as well as scrutinize the untouched photographs of individuals in magazines, such as The National Geographic and Time.  Make mental notes of facial characteristics, contours, and coloring.  Create a makeup morgue (a collection of clippings showing various people and different age groups.)
INFLUENCES ON STAGE MAKEUP DESIGN

Actor:  Since every actor’s face is individual, modify makeup to fit the actor’s particular bone structure, eyes and coloring.  If the actor looks almost like the part being played, apply “straight” makeup.  If the actor must change appearance to look like the part (older, fatter, thinner, younger, etc), “character” makeup is applied.

Character:  The role itself provides clues to makeup.  A character’s age, health, occupation, personality, and attitude must be reflected in makeup.  For example, a young character who plays tennis every day should have a tanned face to look like he/she spends a lot of time in the sun.
Play’s Style:  The play’s style also determines makeup.  If the play is realistic, makeup should look natural to the audience.  If the play is fantasy, or if it is symbolic, you may use limitless imaginative makeup to heighten certain features or to obtain special effects.  Unusual colors, strange eyebrows, unique wrinkles, and shadings may all be part of unrealistic makeup.
Theatre Size:  The size of the theatre has a great effect on makeup.  If the distance between actor and audience is slight, as in arena or thrust theatre, makeup must be subtle.  When the theatre is large and the audience is 100 feet or more away from the actors, makeup must be stronger and bolder if the actor’s features are to carry.  Of course, it is impossible for makeup to appear the same in all parts of the house.  
Stage Lighting; amount and color:  The makeup artist should also consider the amount of stage light.  Strong lights fade facial color.  If you were to stand on stage under strong light and without any makeup, you would look completely “washed out.”  In order to project you natural coloring to an audience, males and females alike must have a tinted foundation, some rouge, and darker eyebrows.  Colored lights also affect makeup.  Even though today’s lighting technicians often use light pink and light lavender lamps, there is usually more yellow in stage lights than in the sun’s rays.  To compensate, makeup adds the necessary red tints to the complexion, cheeks and lips.   Since stage lighting varies in each show, you must check all makeup under the actual lights and experiment until you obtain the desired effect.  Remember, colored lights dim similar colors on stage and completely darken complementary colors.
